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you want a regular circus in the back yard, invest a dime in a package of mixed gourd seeds and plant by a
picket fence. Train them along, and if you pour dishwater around the roots every day the first surprise comes,
to see the things grow, perhaps shutting out an ugly back yard next door, and also being a pretty background
for marigolds, asters or zinnias planted in front. Some sunny morning take a view of your fence covered with
the prettily shaped leaves and the nest-egg gourds so white hanging all over it, mixed with the large yellow
flowers, and however blue, you will take a more cheerful view of things. Furthermore, the vine has something
for every member of the family. Grandma can darn her stockings on a small gourd; mother can use them for
nest eggs; the artistic daughter can carve pretty boxes and cups, and paint pictures on the hard, smooth
surface; the little girls can make a whole yard of animals out of the small ones, using matches or toothpicks for
legs; the boy can make a curiosity for his cabinet by putting a bottle over the bud: it will expand and fill the
space, and the other boys will wonder how such a big thing could be put into such small quarters. Then there
are dippers, dish cloths, and a host of other things that can be puzzled out, and you will find your gourd vine a
regular picnic for the family. - Sister Gracious. So many flower lovers are afraid to plant ever-blooming roses
that I must...
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